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Dear friends, 

After the Christmas holidays, we often need to breathe a deep sigh and relax for a bit. The 

hecticness and push for productivity is over, the end-of-the-year deadlins have passed, and we 

can choose to start the new year with some 

sense of calm and hopeful preparation. 

In the church year, we celebrate Epiphany as 

the time when the wise men visited the 

newborn Jesus and hailed him as a king. The 

season following Epiphany is called “Ordinary 

Time,” which is the same term we use for the 

long season after Pentecost that lasts for 

several months. 

Ordinary Time is the church’s time of taking a 

deep breath and preparing for what’s to come. 

We take a time of sabbath rest as we prepare for Lent, which begins March 1st this year. 

As we enter this sabbath season of preparation and a new calendar year, I encourage you to  

consider two questions about your spiritual life at St. John’s: 

Looking over the past year, what am I excited about that I want to celebrate?  

What do I look forward to in the next year?   

You can write down your responses on the brown board at the back of the sanctuary from now 

until the Annual Meeting. Your answers will help us determine our path forward in 2017! 

I wish you a time of rest, preparation, and hopeful for this 

new year. 

 

In Christ, 

Andrew+  

In this issue: 

Upcoming Events      – 3 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Annual Meeting and Potluck Coffee Hour 
Sunday, January 22nd 
After the 10:00 A.M. Service 
 

It’s that time of the year again! We’ll gather 
together after worship to recap the past year  
at St. John’s. We will also hold vestry elections  
and discuss other important decisions. If you 
are able, please bring a snack, bowl of fruit, or 
something for everyone to munch on during the 
meeting. 

 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 
Tuesday, February 28th 

Free-will offering 
Enjoy hot pancakes and sausage with friends! 

 

Before the austere season of Lent begins, it is tradition for people to eat up all the 
rich foods in the house. What better way to do that than by eating pancakes and 

celebrating Shrove Tuesday/Fat Tuesday/Mardi Gras with friends? Join us for this 
feast on the evening before Ash Wednesday. 

 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, March 1st 
Services at 12:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M. 
 

Join us for the start of the Lenten season with a  
brief service during lunchtime and a service in the  
evening. Both services will include an imposition of 
ashes as we reflect on our own mortality and the 
upcoming season of Lent. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
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Training for Service Assistants 
January 29th after worship 

Always wanted to be an usher but not sure what’s involved? Have you wondered 
why acolytes put out the candles in a certain order? Come to a training session to 
learn helping with the Sunday worship! Every year, we’ll hold brief refresher 
trainings for the different roles, so please join us even if you’ve serving for a while. 
Coffee Hour will be upstairs that day, so you can sip and munch while you learn. 

Greeters and Ushers – 11:30 AM 

Chalice bearers – 11:45 AM 

Acolytes – 12:10 PM 

 

Holy Gospel MUSIC of St. John’s 
Starting January 29th 

One of the repeated suggestions that came out of the Mutual Ministry Review in 
fall of 2015 was to have newer and more lively music during worship. We’ve taken 
a step in that direction by having Johnnie Mallery lead us in gospel music, a style of 
music that is traditionally very lively and relatively easy to learn. 
 
Throughout 2016, Johnnie will continue to teach us new songs, and we’ll also add 
pieces to our red hymnals. In particular, we’ll add songs from Lift Every Voice and 
Sing, an Episcopal hymnal published in 1993 that grew out of the African-

American church tradition. Some of these hymns 
will be familiar (like Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, This 
Little Light of Mine, and In the Garden), and some 
will be new to us. When each hymn is added, we’ll 
take some time before the service to learn the piece 
and sing through it once to get used to the sound. 
 
I look forward to exploring new worship with you. 
As always, your feedback is very much appreciated! 

 
 

Organ Meeting 
Sunday, February 12th after worship 

The Organ Fundraising Committee will gather together again after worship. We’ll 
get up to date on where we are in terms of fundraising, and there are a few ideas 
still in the hopper from our last meeting that we need to make a reality! We hope 
you can join us. 
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Church School 
Our upcoming classes are: 
Sunday, January 15th 
Sunday, February 19th  
 

Please see Ms. Anne Lewis for more information 

 
Upcoming Vestry Meetings 
Wednesday, January 18th at 4:30 P.M. 
Wednesday, February 15th at 4:30 P.M. 
 

All are welcome to come and sit in on meetings.  If you have an issue that you would 
like to bring before the vestry, please contact Martha Hart, Linda Lindner, or 
Andrew VanBuren. 
 
 
 
 

Looking Further Ahead… 
 

 

CHICKEN & BISCUIT   

LUNCHEON 
Wednesday, March 22 (tentative date) 
Serving 11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 
Served with coleslaw, cranberries and a dessert. 

We need your help on Sunday, March 19!  
  

It’s hard that time of year again! It takes many hands during and after church on 
March 19 to prepare the chicken and vegetables. Of course, the day of the luncheon 
also requires a lot of work! There is something for everyone to do, so please help if 
you are able. We will also assistance with baking, advertising, cooking, preparing, 
and serving! If you can help in any way, contact Linda Lindner at (315) 945-1320. 
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College for Congregational Development 

July 23-29, 2017 
 

The College for Congregational Development is a national program that several 
clergy from the Diocese of Rochester attended this past summer. They all returned 
singing its praises. My clergy mentor, a retired priest named Winifred Collin, said 
about the program, “I wish I’d had this as a resource when I was in the parish.” 
The program encourages participants to examine their churches and possibilities 
for the future, then provides resources to help realize those possibilities. 
 
The Diocese of Rochester has been impressed 
with these reviews, and the College for 
Congregational Development is now coming to 
our area in summer of 2017! It is a week-long 
residential program from July 23 to 29, and it 
will be held at the Notre Dame Retreat House in 
Canandaigua. The cost for the week was 
originally $1200 per person, but the diocese has 
applied for all sorts of grants and subsidies, so the cost is now $300 per person 
(which includes food, lodging, and six full days of programming). 
 
I will be attending the College, and I hope you will consider attending as well.  It is 
important for St. John’s to continue to examine who we are now, where we’ve been, 
and how we want to grow in the future. This College will help us to discern those 
things and follow where God is leading us. 
 
For more information, go to www.episcopalrochester.org/content/college-
congregational-development; or go to the Diocese of Rochester website 
(episcopalrochester.org) and click on the “College” button at the top of the page. 
 
Rev. Andrew 
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Recent St. John’s Happenings 
 

Highway Pickup 

 

 

 

 

Festival of Lights Salt Potato Giveaway 

 

 

 

 

At the Festival of Lights, we 
raised $222.52 to go to the Blue 
Star Mothers for their service of 
feeding veterans and their 
families. Thanks to Steve 
Lindner, Anne Lewis, Bonnie 
Dixon, Chuck and Nancy Case, 
and Sarah Dobbs for helping 
with the Salt Potato Giveaway! 
 
Want to see more photos of St. 
John’s parishioners at the event? 
Check out the Daily Messenger 
clippings on the bulletin board 
downstairs in church! 

Thanks to Rick Ross and 
Steve Lindner for 
beautifying our adopted 
section of Route 96 back in 
late October! 
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 Spa Christmas Concert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cookie Exchange and Greening of the Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cara Johnson and Johnandrew 
Slominski treated us to an 
impressive and delightful Christmas 
piano concert on December 11th at 
the Spa Apartment Chapel 
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Gratitude Campaign Update 
 

Thank you to all of you who have returned your pledge cards.  
We are still hoping for a few more – if you plan to make a 
pledge, please fill out a card as soon as possible. 
 

Thank you for supporting St. John’s and our ministries, through 
your gifts of time, talent, and treasure. 
 

 2015 2016 2017 (so far) 

Number of Pledges Turned in 22 26 24 

Amount Pledged  $ 38,110   $ 47,090  $ 44,650 

Pledges that increased or stayed the same as 
previous year 

65% 96% 89% 

Percent of ministries with new volunteers 0% 57% 59% 

Thanks to all who participated in 
the Angel Tree during the Advent 
season. We were able to help over 
fifty children with your generosity! 



 

 

  10 

Coat Giveaway 
 

Thanks to everyone who donated coats, winter 
clothing, soup, bread, or time to the Coat Drive! We 
collected 118 coats and gave away over 70 on 
November 19th. We have been holding onto the 
remaining items to make a temporary “coat closet;” 
several people have stopped in and taken clothing 
since November. For families who are looking for 
items that we don’t have, we purchased over $500 in 
new clothing (from a grant given by the Diocese of 
Rochester). 
 
Thanks especially to Anne Lewis for organizing the Giveaway! 

 

St. John’s Cookbooks 
The cookbooks are finished! You can purchase one for $10 at the 
back of the sanctuary. If you would like one and are unable to 
come to church, please call us at (315) 462-6611 and we can 
mail you a copy. 

 

“Make a Joyful Sound” Campaign 
 

It was a joyous occasion to celebrate our first 
Christmas with the new piano and organ! Even 
more joyfully, I’m happy to report that we have now 
raised over $53,000 out of our $50,000 goal! Thank 
you to everyone who has donated to this project.  
The refurbishment and revitalization of the music 
program would not have been possible without 
your generosity. 

Please continue to make your organ donations as 
you are able. Some of overflow funds will be stored 
away to be used for instrument maintenance and 
visiting musicians, while some of the money will be 
applied toward our general operating fund. 
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Here are some of the goings-on of the Vestry meetings 
in November and December: 
 When Dale Hansen stepped down from Vestry 
before he moved away, Marty Hart took his place as 
Warden. This left a vacancy in Marty’s former seat. The 
Vestry elected Rick Ross to take Marty’s seat, which he 
accepted! The whole congregation will vote for Rick to 

continue this term at the Annual Meeting on January 22 (as 
well as Marty’s tenure as Warden). 
 Financially, both income and expenses are right on budget (though we 
are currently running a deficit budget). The treasurer Bill Lindner has 
compiled a tentative 2017 budget, which the Finance Committee will go 
through and vote on. 
 St. John’s is looking into hosting a “Little Free Library” on site. We will 
continue to look into this in the new year. 
 We are also looking into adding a Soft Space in the sanctuary (an area 
filled with pillows, stuffed animals, and children’s books for our younger 
members). 
 Each Vestry member has an area of focus in the parish (such as 
stewardship, parish life, finance, worship, etc.). Each member reports of these 
areas during every Vestry meeting. The roles for each area head need to be 
refined; the Vestry will hold a separate meeting to define these roles. 

 
Your Vestry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vestry 

Highlights 

Linda Lindner  Warden 

Marty Hart   Warden 

Nancy Kellogg  Vestry 

Anne Lewis   Vestry/Clerk  

Bill Lindner   Vestry/Treasurer 

Steve Lindner  Vestry 

Marcia Locke  Vestry 

Rick Ross   Vestry 
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Stop down to 

 

Second Seasons 

Consignment Boutique 

...a St. John's outreach ministry 

  

1 Coulter Road, Clifton Springs 
315-462-3293 

 
Open Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. to 5 

p.m. 
Sat. 10 a.m. to Noon 

Closed Sunday and Monday 
 

We’re having all kinds of sales right now, including 50% off of most of the store! 
Come on in! 

 
We are currently not accepting any new donations. 

 
 

 

 

 

A Word about Epiphany 

Epiphany, which takes place on January 6th every year (after the twelve days of 

Christmas), celebrates the visit of the wise men to Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. 

We celebrate the epiphany or revelation that the wise men had, that the king 
to rule all kings was in fact born 

in a lowly, vulnerable place to 
two poor parents. Our language 

throughout the season of 

Epiphany centers on “light,” 
reminding us that the wise men 

discovered the light of Christ in 
the midst of darkness, which is 

appropriate for this season when 

the nights are long and the days 
are short. 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

  13 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SERVICE ASSISTANT SCHEDULE: January 1 to February 5 

2017 

Jan 1 
Lessons & 

Carols 

Jan 8 
 Epiphany 1 

Jan 15 
 Epiphany 2 

Jan 22 
 Epiphany 3 

Jan 29 
Epiphany 4 

Feb 5 
Epiphany 5 

Open Bonnie D. Bonnie D. Anne L. Bonnie D. Anne L. Bonnie D. 

Chalice Anne L. Linda L. Linda L. Rosemarie B. Ginny M. Bonnie D. 

Lector Lessons Carol R. Bonnie D. Anne L. Carol R. Anne L. 

Acolyte Nick D. Ben B. Nick D. Anne L. Nick D. Ben B. 

Altar Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Counters Anne L. 
Steve L. 

Gary M. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Steve L. 

Steve L. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Ginny M. 

Anne L. 
Bonnie D. 

Greeters 

  
Steve L. 
Gary M. 

Gary M. 
Rick R. 

Bonnie D. 
Steve L. 

Steve L. 
Sylvia H. 

Johnnie M. 
Carol R. 

Carol R. 
Rick R. 

Ushers Steve L. 
Gary M. 

Bill L. 
Rick R. 

Steve L. 
Bill L. 

Steve L. 
Rick R. 

Rick R. 
Steve L. 

Anne L. 
Rick R. 

Sunday 
School 

None None Anne L. 
Nancy K. 

None None None 

Coffee 
Hour 

Joan 
Griswold 

  Annual 
Meeting 

(upstairs)  

Prayer List 
 

Please keep in your prayers: 

Alexis; Ruth Adams; Amanda Locke, Robin Clifford and foster babies Vydia and Michael; Laura Caves;  
Christina; Bill Cobbett; Mary Crowley; Donna DeVries; Jim French; Fred and Verna Gifford; John 

Griswold; Goodberlet family; Cat Hennessy; Connor Hicks; Genevieve Kulpa; Laura; Marie Sinclair; 
Valerie and Brian; Wendy; Cole; Darcy; Terri; Betty Mussack; Sylvia Hughson; Sandy Kelly; John 

Kellogg; Kathy Turner; Jackie Preston; Bob Griswold; Duane Fisher; Charlie; Jamie Stoops;  Ed and 
Diana; Heidi Davies and Elizabeth DeBottis; Joseph; Molly Johnston; Maureen Mayo; Ashley Bleier 

and Bobby Mason; Carol; Pat Saggese; Don Wilkes; Stephanie; Lisa; Steve Frederick 
 

Please let of know of family and friends whom you would like prayers for.  Also let us know if 

someone on this list no longer needs prayers. 

NOTE: If you are unable to serve when you are scheduled, please try to trade with someone and 
note the change on the Service Assistant Schedule in the Phelps Room. Also please notify the following… 

Chalice Bearer, Lector, Acolyte or Altar Guild • Bonnie Dixon (585) 943-5191 
Sunday School, Counters, Ushers or Greeters • Anne Lewis (315) 690-2390 
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St. John’s WINDOWS 
P.O. Box 622 
Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

  

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

A welcoming and spiritual church community devoted to serving God and our neighbors 
 

32 East Main Street / P.O. Box 622  Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

Phone (315) 462-6611  www.stjohnsepiscopalcliftonsprings.com  stjohnscliftonsprings@gmail.com 

Serving the communities 

of Clifton Springs, 

Manchester, Phelps 

and Shortsville since 1807 

church 

episcopal 

January 
February  

2016 


