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Dear friends, 

In these months of January and February, there seems to be an abundance of 

darkness. If we wake up early (or even somewhat early), the sky is dark. By the time 

we sit down to dinner, the sky is dark. It can often feel like darkness is creeping into 

our homes and our lives. 

Epiphany offers us a different story, a 

story of light. Wise men saw a light in 

the sky that was brighter than 

anything else. They followed this star 

to find a child, the light of the world, 

who would grow up to be a source of 

saving grace. 

Every year, I feel a twinge of hope 

when we get past the winter solstice 

on December 21. From that point on, 

the days start getting longer, and it 

feels like the sun is (very slowly) returning to the earth.  

I hope that your faith and the community of St. John’s provides some light and some 

hope in this dark time of the year. Epiphany reminds us that no matter how dark 

things get, there is light to be seen and followed. 

The sun (Son?) is near!  

 

All this comes in love,  
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Upcoming Events      – 3 
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Service Assistant Sched. – 8 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Annual Meeting and Potluck Luncheon 
Sunday, January 27 
After the 10:00 A.M. Service 
 

Every year, the community of St. John’s 
gathers together to (1) reflect on the past 
year, and (2) to look ahead to where God 
is calling us to go in the upcoming year. 
We’ll gather together after worship on 
January 27 to do these things… and of 
course, to enjoy a meal together! If you 
are able, please bring a dish to pass; if you 
aren’t able, please just bring yourself! 

 

Episcopal Church Women  
Monday, January 21, 12:00 – 1:30 P.M.  

 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) is a community of women 
at St. John’s based around service and fellowship. The group 

meets regularly once a month. If you’d like to join, you can 
talk to Anne Lewis, or simply come to our next meeting! 

 

Upcoming Vestry Meetings 
Wednesday, January 23 at 4:30 P.M. 
Wednesday, February 20 at 4:30 P.M. 
  

All are welcome to come and observe meetings. If you have an issue that you would 
like to bring before the vestry, please contact Steve Lindner or Rev. Andrew. 

 

Sunday School 
Sunday, January 20 – Jesus’ First Miracle 
Sunday, February 10 – The Beatitudes 
 

Sunday School is open to students between age 3 and 5th grade. Please contact Anne 
Lewis at (315) 462-6611 with any questions.  

ANNUAL MEETING 
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Agape Community Dinners 
Wednesday, January 30  
Wednesday, February 27  
6:00 – 7:00 P.M. 
 

The Agape meals continue to feed our 
communities. In November, guests enjoyed a 
nice ham dinner, and in December, Warfield’s 
catered the dinner to serve a packed house of 
around 65 guests! 

Thank you to everyone who helped to advertise, 
shop, cook, and tidy for our meals! 

 
 

Looking Further Ahead… 
 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

Dinner 
Tuesday, March 5 

Free-will offering 
 

Before the somber season of Lent begins, it is 
tradition to eat up all the rich foods in the house. What better way to use up milk, 

eggs, and meat than by eating pancakes and sausage as we celebrate Shrove Tuesday 
with friends? Join us for this feast on the evening before Ash Wednesday. 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, March 6 
12:00 P.M. – Spa Apartments Chapel 
7:00 P.M. – St. John’s 
 

We’ll celebrate the start of Lent with two services. The noon-time 
service will take place at the Chapel in the Spa Apartments, while 
the evening service will be held at St. John’s. Both services will include an imposition 
of ashes as we reflect on the upcoming season of Lent and begin a time of self-
examination. 
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Chicken & Biscuit Luncheon 
 

Wednesday, March 13 (tentative) 
Preparation on Sunday, March 10 
 

By popular demand, the Chicken & Biscuit Luncheon is 
back! The meal is one of our largest community events 
and fundraisers, and we need your help to do pull it off. 
Join us to help on the Sunday before the luncheon, or 
simply join us for lunch on the 13th. We can use help with all sorts of jobs: baking pies, 
hanging flyers, picking up groceries, peeling cabbage, cooking biscuits, and a whole 
lot more! Please talk to Steve Lindner if you are able to help. 
 

 

Recent St. John’s Happenings 
 

Confirmation, Reception, and Reaffirmations  
 

Bishop Singh and St. John’s officially 
welcomed eight people into the faith 
community on November 4. Diane Estep, 
Sylvia Hughson, and Johnnie Mallery 
confirmed their baptismal vows. Becca 
Galick, Bonnie Hayes, and Rick Ross were 
received into the Episcopal tradition of the 
Christian Church. Anne Lewis and Jan 
Wright reaffirmed their baptismal vows. 

Congratulations to those who has re-
committed themselves to following Jesus, 
and thank you to all who made the day 
special with preparation and joyful 
celebration! 
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Coat Giveaway 
 

Thanks to everyone who donated coats, winter clothing, soup, bread, or time to 
the Coat Drive! We gave away over 60 coats on November 17. As we’ve done in 
previous years, we are holding on to the remaining coats and winter gear to make 
a temporary “coat closet” through the winter. 
 

A big thank-you to Anne Lewis for organizing the Giveaway! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Festival of Lights Salt Potato Giveaway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smiling and trying to stay warm! 

Getting ready! 
Gloves arranged by the coat racks with care 

On December 7, volunteers from St. John’s 
braved the winter cold to give away Salt 
Potatoes at the Clifton Springs Festival of 

Lights. We raised $195 from free-will 
offerings to support homeless families in the 

Family Promise program. Thanks to Diane 
Estep, Jan Wright, Victor Quinones, Becca, 

Galick, Rick Ross, and Steve Lindner for 
volunteering! 
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Spa Christmas Concert 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Stewardship Campaign Update 
 

Thank you to all of you who have pledged for 2019! As you can see from the numbers, 
our pledges are down a bit from last year but still higher than previous years. We are 
still accepting pledges as we finalize the 2019 budget, so feel free to drop off or mail 
in your pledge card if you haven’t already. 
 

 

 

 

Family Promise Update 
 

The Clifton Springs churches hosted two homeless families over the week of 
December 9 at Wellspring Church, thanks to the help of many volunteers. Our next 
host week begins March 9. Please speak to Anne 
Lewis or Rev. Andrew if you’d like to donate an 
hour or two of your time to spend with our guest 
families (or even make a meal for them). 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Number of Pledges  22 26 26 33 31 

Total Amount Pledged  $ 38,110   $ 47,090  $ 46,850 $56,399 $50,807 

Arsen Jamkotchian and Becca Galick 
treated us to an impressive and delightful 
Christmas concert on December 16 at the 
Spa Apartment Chapel. A link to the audio 
recording of the concert can be found at 
the St. John’s website. 

Angel Giving Tree 
Thanks to all who participated in the Angel Tree during 

the Advent season. Mayor Bill Hunter informed us that we 
helped brighten Christmas for over 110 people in the 

area! 



8 

 

 

 

  

SERVICE ASSISTANT SCHEDULE: December 30 through 
February 3 

2018 
2019 

December 30 
Christmas 1 

January 6 
Epiphany 

January 13 
Epiphany 1 

January 20 
  Epiphany 2 

January 27 
 Epiphany 3 

February 3 
 Epiphany 4 

Open Anne Bonnie Anne Bonnie Anne Bonnie 

Chalice Bonnie Ben Rosemarie Bonnie Ginny Ben 

Lector St. John’s Joan Molly Ginny Ellie Jan 

Acolyte Ben Anne Anne Ben Ben Anne 

Altar Bonnie 
Anne 

Bonnie 
Anne 

Bonnie 
Anne 

Bonnie 
Anne 

Bonnie 
Anne 

Bonnie 
Anne 

Counters Anne 
Steve 

Steve 
Jan 

Anne 
Diane 

Ginny 
Donna 

Anne 
Steve 

Jan 
Anne 

Greeters 

  
Steve 
Rick 

Joan 
Sylvia 

Diane 
Steve 

Sylvia 
Donna 

Steve 
Gary 

Johnnie 
Diane 

Ushers Steve 
Rick 

Rick 
Victor 

Gary 
Steve 

Steve 
Rick 

Rick 
Victor 

Gary 
Steve 

Sunday 
School - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Anne 
TBD 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Coffee 
Hour 

 Katie Swartele 
Sharon 
Ruthven 

  

Annual 
Meeting 
Potluck 

Luncheon 

 

Parish Prayer List 
 
Please keep in your prayers: 
 

Fred Gifford; Joseph; Diane Estep; Jamie Stoops; Nancy Whalen; Jim French; Jeanine; 

Claire Green; Vaughn Gray; the Goodberlet and Kraft families; Brandon Karge;  

Johnnie Mallery; Thomas Kowalski; Elaine Lomber; Tory Fortune; Mailanda Mallery;  

Ada Iredale; Hannelara Reinhardt; Duane and Jennifer; Betty Mussack;  

Marti Runnels; Felicia Amoria; Jackie; Ernie Day; Danielle; George Newland 

 
Please let us know of family and friends whom you would like prayers for. Also let us know if  

someone on this list no longer needs prayers. 
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Here are some of the goings-on of the Vestry meetings in 
November and December: 
 St. John’s gave money to  

o St. Peter’s Episcopal Church for Neighbors’ 
Night (an outreach dinner) 

o Phelps Community Center 
o Clifton Springs Festival of Lights 

 We continue to support Family Promise, a local 
organization that supports families who are temporarily homeless 

 St. John’s sent out Christmas flyers to every residential address in the 
village of Clifton Springs to advertise our Christmas services – attendance was 
a record-high 72 on Christmas Eve  

 We looked at the first draft of the 2019 budget and offered suggestions 

 Steve Lindner and Anne Lewis have submitted our application to add St. 
John’s to the National Registry of Historic Places 

 
 

Your Vestry 
Steve Lindner (Warden) 
Ben Backus (Vestry) 
Diane Estep (Vestry, Co-treasurer) 
Bonnie Hayes (Vestry 
Sylvia Hughson (Vestry) 

Anne Lewis (Vestry, Clerk) 
Bill Lindner (Vestry, Treasurer) 
Gary Miles (Vestry) 
Rick Ross (Vestry) 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vestry 

Highlights 

We mourn 
the death of 

 

Verna Gifford 
Died November 18, 2018 

 
 

Rest eternal grant to Verna, Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon her. 
May her soul, and the souls of all the departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
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St. John’s Windows 
P.O. Box 622 
Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

  

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Serving the communities 
of Clifton Springs, 
Manchester, Phelps 
and Shortsville since 
1807 church 

episcopal 

Windows Newsletter 
 

January - February 2019 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
 

A welcoming and spiritual church community devoted to serving God and our neighbors 
 

32 East Main Street / P.O. Box 622  Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

Phone (315) 462-6611  www.stjohnsepiscopalcliftonsprings.com  stjohnscliftonsprings@gmail.com 


