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Dear friends, 

Many Christian traditions encourage “giving something up” for Lent. At St. John’s, we often 

encourage you to give something up if you choose, but also to add a practice to your life – a 

habit of charity, a regular time of prayer, a practice of fellowship with the people outside 

your regular social circle. 

This Lent, I encourage you to practice 

uncluttering. In a time when our schedules are 

cluttered with commitments and our homes are 

cluttered with possessions, use this Lent as a time 

to unclutter, to clear out necessary pieces of your 

life. As you clean, author Marie Kondo writes that 

one of the guiding questions you can ask yourself 

is, “Does this item bring me joy?”1 If it doesn’t, 

donate that item or dispose of it appropriately. 

I will admit that I am not very good at uncluttering. I take pride in being “busy,” and I hoard 

items in my home that I might use in the future (but deep down know that I never will). 

Lent can be a time to unclutter and discover how we can survive with fewer belongings and 

fewer commitments. What we might discover, I’m guessing, is that by uncluttering our lives, 

we make room for God to enter in and for our faith to grow as a priority. 

I wish you an refreshingly uncluttered Lent and a 

joyous Easter. 

All this comes in love,  

                                                 
1 Marie Kondo, The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up: The Japanese Art of Decluttering and Organizing. 

Berkeley: Ten Speed Press. 2014. 
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A Letter from the Rector 
 
 
 
Dear friends, 
 
It is with a heavy heart that I announce that I am resigning as the rector of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, effective Monday, May 6, 2019. 
 
It has been a gift and a blessing to serve as your priest over the past several years. 
You have been supportive, encouraging, and faithful, and you all have been an 
illustration of God’s love for myself and for the surrounding communities. I have no 
doubt that you will continue living out your baptismal vows in years to come, 
“seeking and serving Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself” (Book of 
Common Prayer 1979, p. 305). 
 
In the coming months, Canon Johnnie Ross and I will work with your vestry to do 
several tasks as we look toward the future: 

• Assess where we are as a parish, what our gifts are, and where we’d like to go in 
the future 

• Create a Parish Profile for St. John’s that outlines these findings 

• Assemble a Search Committee to search for and interview prospective priests 
whose gifts align with our goals 

• Schedule supply clergy to lead Eucharist at St. John’s in the interim period 
between my leaving and the call of a new priest 

 
A clergy transition can be a time of anxiety. This anxiety is perfectly normal. If you’d 
like to share your concerns or questions, please call me or stop in the church office, or 
you can reach out to one of your vestry wardens, Steve Lindner or Sylvia Hughson. 
 
Of course, please also keep the community of St. John’s in your prayers in the months 
ahead. 
 
 
Gratefully Yours, 
 
 

Rev. Andrew VanBuren 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 
Tuesday, March 5 

Free-will offering 
 

Before the somber season of Lent begins, it is 
tradition to eat up all the rich foods in the house. 

What better way to use up milk, eggs, and meat 
than by eating pancakes and sausage as we 

celebrate Shrove Tuesday with friends? Join us for 
this feast on the evening before Ash Wednesday. 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, March 6 
12:00 PM – Spa Apartments Chapel 
5:00 – 6:00 PM – “Ashes to Go” on St. John’s lawn 
7:00 PM – St. John’s 
 

We’ll celebrate the start of Lent with two services. The noon-time service will take 
place at the Chapel in the Spa Apartments, while the evening service will be held at St. 
John’s. Prior to the evening service, Rev. Andrew will stand on the front lawn of St. 
John’s to offer “Ashes to Go,” so that you can pull your car over and receive ashes on 
your drive home.  Whether you receive ashes in the Spa Chapel, in St. John’s, or in 
your car, take some time to reflect on the upcoming season of Lent and begin a time 
of self-examination. 

 

Episcopal Church Women  
Monday, March 18, 12:00 – 1:30 P.M.  

 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) is a community of women 
at St. John’s based around service and fellowship. The group 

meets regularly once a month. If you’d like to join, you can 
talk to Anne Lewis, or simply come to our next meeting! 
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April 14-20, 2018 
 

Palm Sunday and Passion Sunday 
Sunday, April 14 at 10:00 A.M.  
Join us as we reenact Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem, when a 
crowd welcomed him as a king, laying down branches and 
coats for his donkey to walk on. Our worship service changes 
drastically as it goes on, though, to the point that we leave in 
somber silence. This reminds us of Jesus’ story – after the 
crowd welcomes Jesus with open arms, less than a week later, 
they turn against him and call for his execution. This service 
marks the beginning of Holy Week. 
 

 

Holy Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
We do not meet formally during the first half of Holy Week (other than Morning 
Prayer on Tuesday at 8:00 AM).  However, the church will be open on those days 
during normal office hours, so feel free to stop by and spend some time in prayer. 

 
Maundy Thursday 

Thursday, April 18 at 7:00 P.M.  
 

 
 
 
 

This is the night of the Last Supper, when Jesus 
instituted the Communion meal with his disciples. It’s 

also the evening when he washed his disciples’ feet in a 
very unexpected and loving act. At St. John’s, we’ll 
celebrate Maundy Thursday by also washing one 

another’s hands and by sharing the Eucharist together.  
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Good Friday 
Friday, April 19 
12:00 P.M. — Worship Service 
7:00 P.M. — Stations of the Cross 
 
At noon, we gather to remember Jesus’ 
crucifixion and death in a quiet, somber 
service. In the evening, we walk through the 

events leading up to Jesus’ death, placing ourselves in the story. There will be music 
at the Stations of the Cross service in the evening. 

 
 

Easter Sunday 

Sunday, April 21 
 

Sunrise Service  
In cooperation with Clifton Springs 

United Methodist Church 
7:00 A.M. 
Camp Dittmer 
2228 Toll Rd, Phelps, NY 14532 
 

Greet the Easter dawn with praise and 
singing! You can park on Toll Road, and 
there is a five-minute walk on some uneven 
terrain to the Boy Scout worship space. The 
service will take place rain or shine. We 
hope you can join us in this ecumenical celebration! 
 

 

Easter Service with Eucharist and Live Music 
10:00 A.M. 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
 

Join us for the jubilant celebration of Jesus’ resurrection in a joyous service of music 
and praise! 
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Easter Flower Order Form 

  Deadline: Sunday, March 31 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Upcoming Vestry Meetings 
Wednesday, March 20 at 4:30 P.M. 
Wednesday, April 30 at 4:30 P.M. 
  

All are welcome to come and observe meetings. If you have an issue that you would 
like to bring before the vestry, please contact Steve Lindner, Sylvia Hughson, or Rev. 
Andrew. 

 

All-Parish Discussion 
Wednesday, March 20, 5:00 – 6:00 P.M. 
  

We need your voice! Join us for an all-parish discussion exploring who we are as a 
community and where we hope to move in the future. This discussion, facilitated by 
the graduates of the College for Congregational Development, will revolve around 
your thoughts, impressions, hopes, and expectations for St. John’s. Please join us for 
this important discussion. There will also be an opportunity for written feedback if 
you are unable to come. Please talk to Anne Lewis or Rick Ross with questions. 

Remember a loved one, or honor 
someone special this Easter. Please 
fill in the order form and place it in 
the collection plate with payment, or 
mail to the church. 
 

Suggested donation is $10 to $20 
 

Please make checks payable to: 
St. John’s Church 

Memo: Easter Flowers 

I would like to donate a plant in memory of: 
 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

I would like to donate a plant in thanksgiving for: 
 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
From ________________________________________________________ 

 

CASH__________   CHECK___________ #_____________ 
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Sunday School 
Sunday, March 17 – St. Patrick’s Day and Lent 
Sunday, April 7 – Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and 

Easter 
 

Sunday School is open to students between age 3 and 5th 
grade. Please contact Anne Lewis at (315) 462-6611 with any questions.  

 

Agape Community Dinners 
Wednesday, March 27  

Wednesday, April 24  
6:00 – 7:00 P.M. 

 

The Agape meals continue to feed our 
communities. In January, guests warmed up 

with hot bowls of chili, and in February, chefs 
whipped up grilled cheese sandwiches and 

tomato soup to hold off the cold! 

Thank you to everyone who helped to 
advertise, shop, cook, and tidy for our meals! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chicken & Biscuit Luncheon 
 

Wednesday, April 3 (tentative) 
Preparation on Sunday, March 31 
 

By popular demand, the Chicken & Biscuit Luncheon 
is back! The meal is one of our largest community 
events and fundraisers, and we need your help to do 
pull it off. Join us to help on the Sunday before the 
luncheon, or simply join us for lunch on the 3rd. We 
can use help with all sorts of jobs: baking pies, 
hanging flyers, picking up groceries, peeling cabbage, 
cooking biscuits, and a whole lot more! Please talk to 
Steve Lindner if you are able to help. 
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Recent St. John’s Happenings 
 

A Squirrelly Adventure 
 

On Sunday morning, February 17, several St. John’s parishioners came into the 
church office before worship.  They discovered that someone had been inside the 
office – cookies were strewn on the floor, decorations were knocked, and there was 
dirt scattered around the office. 
 

After closer searching, several Reese’s Peanut Butter cups were found buried in the 
soil of the potted plants.  It seemed that not someone but something had been in 
the office – a squirrel! 
 

Through the work of a dedicated Building & Grounds team, the offending squirrel 
(affectionately named ‘Scratch’) was caught safely and relocated to a new home in 
Phelps. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Snowy Season 
 

The snow has packed a punch in January in February.   
A big THANK-YOU to Steve Lindner for keeping our  
sidewalks clear! 
 
 

The evidence… …The guilty party. 

No picnics at the tables today 
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Stewardship Campaign Update 
 

Thank you to all of you who have pledged for 2019! As you can see from the numbers, 
our pledges are down a bit from last year but still higher than previous years. We are 
still accepting pledges as we finalize the 2019 budget, so feel free to drop off or mail 
in your pledge card if you haven’t already. 
 

 

 

 

Family Promise Update 
 

The Clifton Springs churches hosted two homeless families over the week of 
December 9 at Wellspring Church, thanks to the help of many volunteers. Our next 
host week runs from Sunday, March 10 through 
Sunday, March 17. Please speak to Anne Lewis 
or Rev. Andrew if you’d like to prepare a home-
cooked meal for our guest families! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Number of Pledges  22 26 26 33 32 

Total Amount Pledged  $ 38,110   $ 47,090  $ 46,850 $56,399 $51,327 

We mourn 
the death of 

 

Richard VanOpdorp 
Died January 12, 2019 

Husband of Joyce VanOpdorp 
 

 

Rest eternal grant to Dick, Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon him. 
May his soul, and the souls of all the departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
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SERVICE ASSISTANT SCHEDULE: February 10 through 
March 10 

2019 

February 10 
Epiphany 5 

February 17 
Epiphany 6 

February 
24 

Epiphany 7 

March 3 
  Last 

Epiphany 

March 6 
 Ash Wednesday 

March 10 
 Lent 

Open Bonnie Anne Bonnie Anne 12 p.m. 
Spa Apt 

Bonnie 

Chalice Rosemarie Bonnie Ginny Ben Rosemarie 

Lector Molly Ben Anne Bonnie Molly 

Acolyte Ben Ben Anne Anne Ben 

Altar Bonnie 
 

Bonnie 
Anne 

Bonnie 
Anne 

Bonnie 
Anne 

Bonnie 
Anne 

Counters Steve 
Diane 

Anne 
Steve 

Ginny 
Donna 

Diane 
Anne 

7 p.m.  
St. John’s 
Chalice 
Bonnie 

 

Lector 
Ginny 

 

Acolyte 
Ben 

 

Greeter/Usher  
Rick 

Anne 
Steve 

Greeters 

  
Sylvia 
Diane 

Gary 
Steve 

Donna 
Johnnie 

Rick 
Victor 

Sylvia 
Donna 

Ushers Steve 
Rick 

Rick 
Victor 

Rick 
Sylvia 

Steve 
Gary 

Steve 
Rick 

Sunday 
School - - - - - - - - 

Anne 
Diane 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - 

Coffee 
Hour 

  
Ellie B. Ellie B. 

Ginny, 
Pauline, 

Dave 

 

Parish Prayer List 
 
Please keep in your prayers: 
 

Fred Gifford; Joseph; Diane Estep; Jamie Stoops; Nancy Whalen;  
                    Jim French; Jeanine; Claire Green; Vaughn Gray; the Goodberlet and 

            Kraft families; Brandon Karge; Johnnie Mallery; Thomas Kowalski; 
Elaine Lomber; Tory Fortune; Mailanda Mallery; Ada Iredale; Duane and Jennifer; Betty 

Mussack; Marti Runnels; Felicia Amoria; Jackie; Ernie Day; Danielle; 
George Newland; Joseph Ruffino; Ellie; Gene; Debbie Cavuto; Barb Delpriore 

 
Please let us know of family and friends whom you would like prayers for. Also let us know if  

someone on this list no longer needs prayers. 
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Here are some of the goings-on of the Vestry meetings in 
January and February: 
 St. John’s gave money to…  

o House of John for their annual Casino Night 
fundraiser 

o Phelps Public Library 
o Midlakes High School for their Chemical-free 

Graduation Party 

 Kitchen Update: We are working with Ben Wheat to…  
o Install a three-bay sink in our kitchen (sink donated by Trinity 

Episcopal Church in Geneva) 
o Redo the kitchen countertops using copper laminate 

 St. John’s sought quotes for property insurance to see if we could lower 
our costs. Our current provider (Church Insurance of New York) offers the 
lowest costs and provides some of the best coverage, so we will continue our 
relationship with them 

 Canon Johnnie Ross attended our February Vestry meeting and shared 
some insights on the clergy transition process 

 
 

Your Vestry 
Steve Lindner (Warden) 
Sylvia Hughson (Warden) 
Ben Backus (Vestry) 
Bonnie Dixon (Vestry) 
Diane Estep (Vestry, Co-treasurer) 

Bonnie Hayes (Vestry 
Anne Lewis (Vestry, Clerk) 
Gary Miles (Vestry) 
Rick Ross (Vestry) 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vestry 

Highlights 
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St. John’s Windows 
P.O. Box 622 
Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

  

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Serving the communities 
of Clifton Springs, 
Manchester, Phelps 
and Shortsville since 
1807 church 

episcopal 

Windows Newsletter 
 

March - April 2019 
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