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Dear friends, 

Sumer is here! It’s the time of the year for pool parties, ice cream, long days, and for kids, 

summer vacation. Unfortunately, as we get older, summer vacation becomes a thing of 

the past, as work and family obligations increase. 

But these demands on our time don’t mean that we’re off the hook from taking Sabbath 

time. After all, it is a commandment to spend at least one day a week resting and 

spending time in worship to God. 

Thousands of years ago, Jewish communities in the 

Middle East were ridiculed by neighboring societies 

for working only six days a week. That Sabbath day 

sounded like an excuse for laziness! 

The Sabbath isn’t about being lazy, though; it’s 

about prioritizing your relationship with God and 

preventing work from becoming an idol. One of the 

sayings of early Christian monks was, “Busyness is 

moral laziness.” 

So make sure to take a lesson from school-age kids, and carve out Sabbath time this 

summer. Whether it’s taking a vacation from work, finding a babysitter for the kids for 

an hour or two, rescheduling lunch with a friend, or letting the grass grow one more day 

before you cut it, make your Sabbath time a priority. Rest, recharge, and spend some 

time with God. 

 

All this comes in love,  

Andrew+  
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Upcoming Events 
 

 

Agape Community Dinners 
Wednesday, July 25  

Wednesday, August 29 
6:00 – 7:00 P.M. 

 

In May, Warfield’s Restaurant prepared our 
Agape dinner, and in June, we served pulled 
pork sandwiches, salt potatoes, and salad to 

several dozen hungry guests! 
 

Join us to help prepare these meals, or simply come to eat! These dinners are 
intended to be a time of community based around food, in the same way that early 
followers of Jesus gathered around the breaking of bread.  
 

 
Highway Clean-Up 
Wednesday, July 11 
12:00 to 2:00 P.M. 
 

St. John’s is the adoptive “parent” of a stretch 
of Route 96 between Clifton Springs and 
Phelps. Meet at St. John’s on July 11 to do some 
garbage cleanup on the sides of the road to 
keep our towns looking beautiful! 

 
 

Upcoming Vestry Meetings 
No meeting in July 
Tuesday, August 22 at 4:30 P.M. 
  

All are welcome to come and observe meetings. If you have an issue that you would 
like to bring before the vestry, please contact Steve Lindner or Rev. Andrew. 
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Seekers’ Class 
August – September 2018 
 

If you’d like to deepen your faith or learn more about Christianity, join our upcoming 
Seekers’ class.  
 

In this class, we look at major topics in our faith, including the 
Bible, prayer, Sacraments, the history of Christianity, the 
Episcopal Church and what we believe, and what it means to be a 
disciple in the 21st century.  
 

The class is open to everyone. If you are interesting in being 
Confirmed or Received into the Episcopal Church, you can take 
this class in the summer, and then finish the process when the 
Bishop visits St. John’s in November. The class will meet once a week in August and 
September. 
 

Please talk to Andrew if you are interested in being a part of this class. Meeting times 
will be arranged according to participants’ schedules. 
 

 

Ecumenical Weekend! 
Saturday, July 7, 12:00 to 4:00 PM 

Ecumenical Church Picnic 
John Brown Park 

Grilling out, games, activities for the whole family 
 

Sunday, July 8, 10:00 AM 
Lawn between Clifton Hospital and Spa Apartments 

 

The clergy from from Clifton Springs, Manchester, Phelps, and Shortsville invite you 
to a weekend of fun! On Saturday, the clergy will grill and sell hot and dogs and 
hamburgers to raise money for Family Promise, an organization 
that helps homeless families in Ontario County. Come for the food 
and all sorts of lawn games. 
 

On Sunday, we’ll hold our third annual ecumenical worship 
service! We’ll worship together on the lawn near the hospital 
labyrinth. Parking will be available on the street, at the United 
Methodist Church, and the hospital. For those with mobility needs, 
there is a drop-off point on the west end of the Spa Apartments. 
 

There will be no service at St. John’s on Sunday, July 8 
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Episcopal Night at Frontier Field 
Friday, July 20, 2017 
Game starts at 6:05 PM 
 

Every year, the Diocese of Rochester hosts a night out at Frontier Field to go see our 
minor league baseball team, the Rochester Red Wings. This year, the game will be 
followed by a performance of the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra and fireworks! 
Tickets are available for $11. 
 
To buy tickets: 
1. Go to www.ticketreturn.com 
2. At the top of the page, enter the 

username: EPISCOPAL 
3. Next, enter the password: NIGHT 
4. Follow the instructions to choose and purchase your tickets! 

 
 

Book Club 
 

It’s summer at St. John’s, which means it’s time for 
another Book Club! This year, we’ll be reading Mitch 
Albom’s The Five People You Meet in Heaven, a fictional 
story of a amusement park worker who experiences an 
eye-opening discovery. 
 

Everyone is welcome to read the novel, and we’ll gather 
for a conversation in early September to discuss the 
book and how it informs our faith. You can buy a book 
from St. John’s for $8. 

 
 

Canon’s Annual Visit 
Sunday, September 9 

 

Canon Johnnie Ross is our “Canon to the Ordinary,” a 
position that includes a lot of roles. The CTO assists our 
bishop, guides parishes through transitions, fosters 
development in congregations, visits parishes, and 
performs all sorts of other tasks as needed. Canon 
Johnnie will join us at St. John’s in September to preach 
and celebrate! 

http://www.ticketreturn.com/
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Bishop’s Annual Visit 
 Sunday, November 4 

All Saints’ Sunday 
 

Bishop Singh will join us for All Saints’ Sunday at St. 
John’s. Mark your calendar for this joyful celebration! 
 
 

 

 

Yard Sale 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Recent St. John’s Happenings 
 

On June 2, St. John’s hosted a Yard Sale as part 
of the Sulphur Springs Festival. We raised over 
$660 at the sale. Thanks to all who braved the 
cold by shopping and volunteering. A special 

thanks to Sharon Ruthven, Katie Swartele, and 
the Hughsons for organizing! 
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Youth Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

College for Congregational Development 

July 22-28 
The College for Congregational is a two-year program created to educate parishes 
about how to discern their God-given gifts and how to use those 
gifts to follow God’s call.  

For example, several parishioners at St. John’s have mentioned 
that one of our gifts is food. We prepare it, we serve it, we gather 
over it, and we do it all joyfully. Last summer, the College 
participants came up with the idea of the Agape dinners as a 
way for St. John’s to share with the wider community our gift of 
preparing and serving home-cooked meals.  

The College teaches numerous tools and models to help congregations discern what 
their gifts are, and how to be healthy communities as they discern and serve. In 2017, 
Anne Lewis, Rick Ross, and Andrew VanBuren attended the College, and these three 
will attend in 2018 to finish the two-year “degree.” 

In 2019, the College will hold open three slots for St. John’s participants. If you are 
interested in shaping St. John’s future and helping us be a healthier parish, consider 
attending next summer. In the meantime, please keep the three 2018 participants in 
your prayers during the week of July 22. 

On June 3, we celebrated the 
end of our Sunday School 

year with Youth Sunday! Our 
young people helped us 
celebrate by reading our 
lessons, carrying up Food 

Cupboard donations, 
observing Communion, and 
helping with our dismissal. 

Thanks for your help! 

Some skepticism during the Children’s Message… 
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Church Clean-up 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Steve Lindner, Leo Pastellar, and Rachel from our Girl Scout 
troop, for cleaning out the back room of the basement. It looks great! 

 

Prayer List 
 

  Please keep in your prayers: 
 

Fred and Verna Gifford; Betty Mussack; Bob Griswold; Joseph; Bill Caruto; 

Diane Estep; Bill Smith; Jamie Stoops; Bob Phillips; W. Scott; David Byrm; 

Claire Green; Vaughn Gray; the Goodberlet and Kraft families; Brandon Karge;  

Blaine Lightfoote; Gary Miles; Johnnie Mallery 

 
Please speak to Rev. Andrew or call the church office if you would like to add or remove 

 a name from the list (and don’t forget, you can pray for yourself) 

We mourn 
the passing of our beloved member 

 

Doris Braden 
Died April 22, 2018 

 
 
Rest eternal grant to her, Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon her. May her 

souls, and the souls of all the departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
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SERVICE ASSISTANT SCHEDULE: June 10 to July 15, 2018 

2018 
June 10 

Pent 3: Proper 5 

June 17 
Pent 4: Proper 6 

June 24 
 Pent 5: 
Proper 7 

July 1 
 Pent 6:  
Proper 8 

July 8 
 Pent 7:  
Proper 9 

July 15 
Pent 8:  

Proper 10 

Open Bonnie D. Anne L. Bonnie D. Anne L. 
 
 
 
 
 

Ecumenical 
Worship 
______ 

 
No service 

at St. 
John’s 

Anne L. 

Chalice 
Rosemarie 

B. 
Ben B. Bonnie D. Ginny M. Anne L. 

Lector Jan W. Bonnie D. Joan G. Molly J. Ben B. 

Acolyte Ben B. Anne L. Anne L. Anne L. Ben B. 

Altar 
Bonnie D. 

 
Bonnie D. 

Anne L. 
Bonnie D. 

Anne L. 
Bonnie D. 

Anne L. 
Bonnie D. 

Anne L. 

Counters 
Steve L. 

Ginny M. 
Diane E. 
Anne L. 

Steve L. 
Donna D. 

Jan W. 
Anne L. 

Steve L. 
Anne L. 

Greeters 

 

Sarah D. 
Sylvia H. 

Nancy C. 
Donna D. 

Tom and 
Linda L. 

Chuck and 
Nancy C. 

Johnnie M. 
Sylvia H. 

Ushers 
Steve L. 

TBD 
Rick R. 

Chuck C. 
Steve L. 
Ben B. 

Chuck C. 
Steve L. 

Rick R. 
Steve L. 

Coffee 
Hour 

 
MacDonald 

Family 
Sarah 
Dobbs 

Picnic/Pool 
Party 

Donna D. 
Bonnie D. 

Interested in helping out? Here’s who to contact 

Chalice Bearer, Lector, Acolyte or Altar Guild • Bonnie Dixon 
Sunday School, Counters, Ushers or Greeters • Anne Lewis 
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Here are some of the goings-on of the Vestry meetings in 
May and June (that aren’t mentioned elsewhere in this 
newsletter): 
 Several Vestry members attended CPR, First Aid, 
and AED training, run by the Phelps Fire Department 
 St. John’s donated money to the Phelps 
Community Center for their summer programming 

 St. John’s renewed their membership in the Clifton 
Springs Historical Society for the next year 
 Anne Lewis wrote (and the Vestry approved) a grant request for funds to 
support our Coat Giveaway and our Party-in-a-Bag ministries 

 
 

Your Vestry 
Steve Lindner (Warden) 
Ben Backus (Vestry) 
Bonnie Hayes (Vestry 
Sylvia Hughson (Vestry) 

Anne Lewis (Vestry, Clerk) 
Bill Lindner (Vestry, Treasurer) 
Gary Miles (Vestry) 
Rick Ross (Vestry) 

 
 
 

 

 

Question Corner 
 

What is healing prayer? Should I come up for prayer? 
 

During his ministry, Jesus heals numerous people, almost always 
by praying and touching the sick patient. The touch is a visible 
sign that Jesus is connected to the person he is ministering to. 

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, the disciples continued the 
practice of laying on hands as they prayed for healing for those 

who were sick by inviting in the Holy Spirit. 

We continue that tradition, as 1 Timothy 4:14 commands. When 
we engage in healing prayer with the laying on of hands, we 
invite the Holy Spirit to enter into and heal someone of their 

sickness, regardless of whether the sickness is physical, 
emotional, or spiritual in nature. 

That means that if you are battling a cold, struggling with anger, having a hard time 
forgiving someone, overwhelmed with anxiety, experiencing grief, or going through 

any other hardship, you are welcome to come up for healing prayer during our 
church services. It also doesn’t need to be done by a priest – everyone can offer 

healing prayer. Ask your friends and family members for their healing prayers too! 

Vestry 

Highlights 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Serving the communities 

of Clifton Springs, 

Manchester, Phelps 

and Shortsville since 1807 

church 

episcopal 

Windows Newsletter 
 

May - June 2018 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
 

A welcoming and spiritual church community devoted to serving God and our neighbors 
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