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Dear friends,  
 

Advent, a season of anticipation, is behind us 

now, but we still hold onto a sense of 

anticipation.  We enter into a new calendar year 

full of hope and anticipation for what 2016 will 

bring. 

 

It’s fitting that the season of Epiphany greets us.  

In Epiphany, we celebrate the coming of the 

wise men to visit Jesus, who were themselves 

full of eager expectation for what the new king might look like.  

 

At St. John’s, we are expecting some exciting events as 2016 dawns on us, including our Annual 

Meeting and potluck lunch at the end of January, our yearly Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner in 

February, and our ever-famous Chicken and Biscuit Luncheon at the end of February.  (Like good 

Episcopalians, we seem to center all of our events around food!)  Read on for more information 

about these joyous upcoming events. 

 

Finally, I want to thank all of you for your gracious support and hard work over the past couple 

months, especially in preparation for my ordination in November and all the Advent/Christmas 

services in December.  Your hard work at the church, your cards and phone calls, your donations of 

food and flowers, and your prayers and words of encouragement 

have all been a constant reminder of how lucky I am to be at St. 

John’s.  Thank you all. 

 

I wish you peace and joy in the new year. 

 

In Christ, 
 

Andrew  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Annual Meeting and Potluck Lunch 
Sunday, January 24 
After the 10:00 A.M. Service 
 
It’s that time of the year again!  We’ll gather 
together after worship to recap the past year 
at St. John’s.  We will also hold vestry elections  
and discuss other important decisions.  Of course,  
there will be plenty of delicious food as well!   
Hope to see you there! 

 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 
Tuesday, February 9 

5:00 to 7:00 P.M. 
Free-will offering 

Come and enjoy hot pancakes 
and sausage with friends! 

 
 
Why pancakes? On the evening before Lent starts, we celebrate with a joyous carnival with lots of 
food.  Much of the world calls the day Mardi Gras (or “Fat Tuesday”), and the Episcopal Church 
calls it Shrove Tuesday.  The word “shrove” comes from the word “shrive,” an old church word 
that means to confess and receive absolution from sins. 
 
Whether you call it Mardi Gras or Shrove Tuesday, the idea is still the same: people gather 
together to celebrate and eat rich foods before the season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday.  Since 
Lent is a season of fasting (especially from meat, milk, eggs, and fats, traditionally), everyone 
needed to use up all their rich foods before the beginning of Lent, and pancakes were a great food 
to make to use up all those ingredients.  Gathering together to eat was also a last chance to 
celebrate joyously before the somber season of Lent.  So on Shrove Tuesday, we laugh and spend 
time together as we enjoy pancakes, knowing that the following day will mark the beginning of a 
much more somber season of the church year. 
 

(Some information comes from: http://www.sharefaith.com/guide/Christian-Holidays/origins_of_shrove_tuesday.html, accessed Dec 28, 2015) 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 
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Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, February 10 
Services at 12:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M. 
 
Join us for the start of the Lenten season with a  
brief service during lunchtime and a service in the  
evening. Both services will include an imposition of 
ashes as we reflect on our own morality and the 
upcoming season of Lent. 

 
 

 

 
                                 CHICKEN & BISCUIT  

                                 LUNCHEON 
                               Wednesday, February 24  

                                    Serving 11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 
                                      Served with coleslaw, cranberries and a dessert. 

                                           To pre-order your take-out, phone (315) 462-6611. 

                       We need your help on Sunday, February 21!     
  

This is one of our major fundraisers. It takes many hands on Sunday, February 21st, 
during and after church to prepare the chicken & vegetables, and on the day of 
serving, February 24th. There is something for everyone to do, so please plan to help 
us. We will also need desserts! If you can help in any way, contact Linda Lindner at 
(315) 945-1320. 

 

 
 
 

Upcoming Vestry Meetings 

Wednesday, January 20th at 4:30 P.M. 
Wednesday, February 17th at 4:30 P.M. 
 

All are welcome to come and sit in on meetings.  If you have an issue that you would like to 
bring before the vestry, please contact Linda Lindner, Dale Hansen, or Andrew VanBuren. 



 

 

  6 

 

Recap of St. John’s Happenings 
Ordination 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Season 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all who helped 
plan, set up, run, and clean 
up the ordination 
ceremony and meal.  It 
was a big job, but all the 
guests were very 
impressed! 
 
Look at the St. John’s 
website for more pictures! 

Between Evening Prayer services during 
Advent, the Greening of the Church plus 
Cookie Exchange, and a Christmas Eve 
service, the holiday season has been pretty 
busy at St. John’s! 
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Outreach 
Coat Drive 
St. John’s collected 105 donated coats, and we gave away 
a total of 125 coats (buying some coats for families in 
need from Goodwill and Wal-Mart).  Thank you to Anne 
Lewis for organizing the event, and thanks to all who 
donated coats and all who prepared warm soup and chili 
for the giveaway days! 

Salt Potato Giveaway 
At the Clifton Springs Festival of Lights on December 4th, 
St. John’s prepared and gave away 100 pounds of 
potatoes.  We collected $223 for the Wounded Warrior 
Project.  A big thanks to Dale Hansen and Steve and Bill 
Lindner for preparing the potatoes and table, and thanks 
to Nancy Kellogg and Anne Lewis for volunteering at the 
giveaway table! 

Giving Tree and Food Baskets 
In the holiday season, St. John’s provided families 
in need with much-appreciated Christmas gifts.  We 
actually ran into a small problem with our Giving 
Tree this year: we didn’t have enough tags on the 
tree for everyone to take (a good problem to have!).  
Thank you to all who helped brighten the holidays for local families. 

Additionally, St. John’s donated funds for Christmas food baskets, which also go to those in 
need for holiday meals.  We made donations to organizations in Clifton Springs, Phelps, 
and for the first time, Shortsville and Manchester as well.  Please read the letter of 
gratitude from Clifton Springs Mayor Bill Hunter above. 

 
 
 

 
Stop down to 

Second Seasons 

Consignment Boutique 

...a St. John's outreach ministry 
  

1 Coulter Road, Clifton Springs 
315-462-3293 

 
Open Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturday 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

 

I would like to give a great big 
“Thanks” to all of our contributors 
to our annual Christmas basket 
project. Again this year you helped 
make Christmas merrier for people 
less fortunate than yourself. 
 
The generosity shown by this 
community is always overwhelming. 
Bless all of you and may you have 
an enjoyable holiday season. 
 
Hoping you enjoy a happy, but more 
importantly, a very healthy New 
Year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Bill Hunter 
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Stewardship 
Thanks to everyone who has pledged for 2016!  We are happy to report that in financial 
pledges, we have grown significantly since last year.  In pledges of time and talent, we have 
also grown a great deal, thanks to your willingness to serve and your generosity with your 
time. 
 

Here’s how the numbers have stacked up compared to last year: 

 

 2015 2016 (so far) 

Number of Pledges Turned in 22 25 

Amount Pledged  $ 38,110   $      45,290  

Pledges that stayed the same as previous year 54% 52% 

Pledges that increased from previous year 11% 44% 

Percent of ministries with new volunteers 0% 57% 

 
Thank you very much for sharing your gifts with St. John’s. 
 
If you would like to pledge and have not done so yet, please contact the church office at 
315-462-6611. 
 
  
 

Ministry Opportunities 

Looking to help out at St. John’s?  We can always use an extra set of hands!  
Please let us know if you’re interested in helping out with these ministries. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Please contact Jean Gifford at 315-462-9075 if you would like to donate flowers in 
thanksgiving for or in memory of someone. Cost is $30 and are ordered from 

Sandy's Floral Gallery. 

CHALICE BEARERS, LECTORS AND ALTAR GUILD 
Please contact Bonnie Dixon at 315-548-8179 for more information. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

Please contact Steve Lindner at 315-945-4402 for more information.  

COUNTERS, SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSISTANTS, SUNSHINE COMMITTEE  

Please contact Anne Lewis at 315-690-2390 for more information 

CO-TREASURER 
Please contact Bill Lindner at 315-462-3457 for more information  
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SERVICE ASSISTANT SCHEDULE: Jan 3 – Jan 31 

2016 

Jan 3 
Christmas 2 

Jan 10 
The Baptism 
of Our Lord 

Jan 17 
Epiphany 2 

Jan 24 
Epiphany 3 

Jan 31 
Epiphany 4 

Open Anne L. Linda L. Anne L. Bonnie D. Anne L. 

Chalice Rosemarie B. Linda L. Ginny M. Bonnie D. Rosemarie B. 

Lector Bonnie D. Carol R. Danielle O. Ginny M. Anne L. 

Acolyte Bonnie D. Anne L. Ben B. Anne L. Ben B. 

Counters Dale H. 
Steve L. 

Anne L. 
Bonnie D. 

Ginny M. 
Bonnie D. 

Anne L. 
Steve L. 

Anne L. 
Dale H. 

Altar Bonnie D. Bonnie D. Bonnie D. Bonnie D. Bonnie D. 

Greeters 

  
Bob and 
Joan G. 

Carol R. 
Steve L. 

Linda and 
Bill L. 

Steve L. 
Victor Q. 

Sarah D. 
Bonnie D. 

Ushers Dale H. 
Bill L. 

Victor Q. 
Bill L. 

Steve L. 
Dale H. 

Dale H. 
Bill L. 

Victor Q. 
Steve L. 

Sunday 
School 

Anne L. 
Linda L. None None None None 

Coffee 
Hour 

Joan Griswold  Rick and 
Carol Ross 

Annual 
Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: If you are unable to serve when you are scheduled, please try to trade with someone and 
note the change on the Service Assistant Schedule in the Phelps Room. Also please notify the following… 

Chalice Bearer, Lector, Acolyte or Altar Guild • Bonnie Dixon (585) 943-5191 
Counters, Ushers or Greeters • Anne Rodney (315) 690-2390 
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Epiphany 

Epiphany, which takes place on January 6th every 

year (after the twelve days of Christmas), 
celebrates the visit of the wise men to Mary, 

Joseph, and Jesus. We celebrate the epiphany or 

revelation that the wise men had, that the king 
to rule all kings was in fact born in a lowly, 

vulnerable place to two poor parents. Our 
language throughout the season of Epiphany 

centers on “light,” reminding us that the wise 

men discovered the light of Christ in the midst of 
darkness, which is appropriate for this season of the calendar year when the 

nights are long and the days are short. 
 

Lent 

Lent is a traditional time of fasting and self-examination for the forty days 

(excluding Sundays) before Easter. Many people choose to give something up 

for Lent (such as chocolate, meat, or a bad habit) as an act of 
self-discipline and to remind themselves of their reliance on 

God’s grace.  Lent can also be a time, though, of adding a 
practice, such as a brief daily prayer or moment of mediation, 

to remind yourself of God’s presence with you throughout the 

season. 

In our Sunday liturgy, we use purple hangings and vestments 
(a color of penitence), and we use the Rite I service, which 

uses older language and is more humble in tone.  We also stop using the word 
“Alleluia” in prayers or music, reserving it until Easter Day to unleash our 

joyous celebration of Jesus’ resurrection. 

 

 

 
 

Prayer List 
 

Please keep in your prayers: 
Alexis; Ruth Adams; Gloria Bowers; Amanda Locke, Robin Clifford and foster 

babies Vydia and Michael; Laura Caves; Christina; Kathleen Corcoran; Mary 
Crowley; Donna DeVries; Jim French; Fred, Verna, and Ron Gifford; John 

Griswold; Connor Hicks; Jack and Shirley; Genevieve Kulpa; Laura; Shen; Marie 
Sinclair; Wendy 

 
Please let of know of family and friends whom you would like prayers for.  Also let us 
know if someone on this list no longer needs prayers. 

Looking 

ahead… 
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St. John’s WINDOW 
P.O. Box 622 
Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

  

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

January 
February  

2016 

Dale Hansen   Warden   315-462-2359 

Linda Lindner  Warden   315-462-3457 

Marty Hart   Vestry   315-462-6611 

Nancy Kellogg  Vestry   585-394-7343 

Anne Lewis   Vestry/Clerk  315-690-2390 

Bill Lindner   Vestry/Treasurer  315-462-3457 

Steve Lindner  Vestry   315-462-2581 

Marcia Locke  Vestry   315-462-9264 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

A welcoming and spiritual church community devoted to serving God and our neighbors 
 

32 East Main Street / P.O. Box 622  Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

Phone (315) 462-6611  www. stjohnsepiscopalcliftonsprings.com   stjohnscliftonsprings@gmail.com 

Serving the 

communities 

of Clifton Springs, 

Manchester, Phelps 

and Shortsville since church 

episcopal 


