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Dear friends, 

Slowly but surely, spring is coming to western New York! Springtime is often for me a much-

needed reminder of new life and new hope, especially after a winter that seems to linger longer 

than usual. 

Our theology matches this change in weather as we 

celebrate the Easter season in the spring, when we have 

nature’s reminders of resurrection all around us. At the 

same time, spring often brings rain, storms, hail, and 

gray, overcast days. These too, though, can be 

reminders of God’s presence with us, helping us to 

remember that God is just as much present in the stormclouds as in the sunshine, just as evident in 

the mud as in the flowers. God is present in all the joyful reminders of spring, as well as the not-so-

fun messiness that comes with a new season.  

Looking back on our spring, we have certainly had times of joyful 

celebrations (Easter Sunday, our Celebration of New Ministry, 

community meals and Coffee Hours) as well as times of difficulty 

(especially saying goodbye to those have passed away). In all of these 

moments, we remember that God journeys with us on our way. 

I am excited for the upcoming events that St. John’s will be involved 

with in the coming months, especially our Yard Sale at the beginning of 

June. Please take a look through our newsletter and join us whenever you are able!  

 

With peace in Christ, 

 

Andrew VanBuren 

Rector(!) of St. John’s 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Baptism 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Springtime Saturdays 
On many Saturdays throughout May and June, there are opportunities to be outside 

and involved with your community. Here are some of the springtime Saturday 
gathering. 

 

Coffee and Congregational Development 
Saturday, May 7th  
8:45 to 11:45 A.M.  
Episcopal Church of the Incarnation, Penfield 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday, May 15th, we will celebrate the 
baptism of Jeremy Hamilton, who has been 
coming to St. John’s for the past couple 
months. We are excited to welcome Jeremy to 
St. John’s and to the wider church! Please join 
us for this joyous occasion. 

Many Episcopal churches (and other Protestant 
churches) face similar challenges, from declining 
numbers to difficulty connecting with their communities. 
Recognizing the similarity of issues, the Diocese of 
Rochester has organized a get-together for any interested 
parishes to meet up and talk about their experiences, 
including what experiments have been helpful in 
improving church wellness and which ones have not. This 
gathering, which will take place at the Church of the 
Incarnation in Penfield, offers a chance to share and learn 
with other churches from around the diocese. Please talk 
to Andrew or Anne if you are interested in attending.  
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Churchyard Spring Clean-Up 
Saturday, May 28th  
9:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon 
 

Aching to get outside and work in the yard? Join 
us on May 28th to do some beautification of the St. 
John’s yard after a long winter! Feel free to bring 
your own gardening tools and gloves, or we can 
provide some for you. 

 
 

St. John’s Yard Sale                                
Saturday, June 4  

                                    10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 
          April 25th through May 29th, we will 

accept donations of gently used 

household items, including clothing. 

No large appliances, please. 
 

                    We need your help the week of Memorial Day! 
 

St. John’s will be holding a Yard Sale during the Sulphur Springs Festival on 
Saturday, June 4th! It means that you have a chance to get rid of gently used 
clothes, toys, decorations, sports equipment, and other items that you’ve been 
holding onto! Profits from the sale will go toward the St. John’s Music Fund. We 
will need help to coordinate the sale and to price items at the end of May, so 
please consider giving an hour or two of your time to help with this community 
event. 

 
 

 

 

Upcoming Vestry Meetings 
Wednesday, May 18th at 4:30 P.M. 
Wednesday, June 15th at 4:30 P.M. 
 

All are welcome to come and sit in on meetings.  If you have an issue that you would like to 
bring before the vestry, please contact Linda Lindner, Dale Hansen, or Andrew VanBuren. 
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A History of the Churches in 

Clifton Springs 
Tuesday, June 21st at 7:00 P.M. 
Wellspring Church in Clifton Springs 
 

The pastors and representatives of all the churches in town will get together as the 
Clifton Springs Historical Society presents “A History of the Churches in Clifton 
Springs.” More information will be available soon, but mark your calendars now! 
 
 

Creation Week Camp 
June 26th through July 1st, 2016 

 

Founded in 1989, Creation Week Camp is a week-long summer camp for youth age 
11 through 18 (or finishing 5th grade through finishing 12th grade). It currently takes 
place at Koinonia Campground in Middlesex, NY. Campers take three “classes,” 
choosing from options like Meditation, Hiking, Visual Arts, and Improv. Several 
youth from St. John’s have attended in the past, and everyone has loved it! Take a 
look at CreationWeekCamp.org for more information. Please speak to Anne Lewis if 
your child or young relative is interested in the program. 
 
 

Ecumenical Worship Service 
Sunday, July 17th 9:30 A.M. 
John Brown Memorial Park 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The clergy from Clifton Springs, Manchester, Phelps, 
and Shortsville invite you to an ecumenical (cross-
denominational) worship service this summer. 
We’ll gather and worship together in the pavilion at 
John Brown Memorial Park, then spend some time 
together afterwards with a potluck picnic. We hope 
you can join us!   
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Recent St. John’s Happenings 
 

 

Celebration of New Ministry 
April 24, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On April 24th, Bishop Prince 

Singh made his annual visit to St. 

John’s for our Celebration of 

New Ministry. At the service, 

Bishop Singh commissioned two 

new acolytes, two Eucharistic 

Ministers, and one new rector! 

Of course, any time 

there is a celebration, 

there must be food, 

especially at St. 

John’s! After the 

service, everyone 

enjoyed a hot meal, 

thanks to the 

organization of Jerry 

and Linda Marsh and 

Rick and Carol Ross. 

Great job and many 

thanks to our 

organizers! 

We will have more photos soon – check the church website for more! 
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Testimonies 
 
Through the seasons of Lent and Easter (and 
maybe just into the season after Pentecost), 
parishioners will have the opportunity to share 
how they’ve seen God at work in their lives.  
These testimonies will be shared once a month 
during our regular worship service. 
 

In February, Steve Lindner shared his story of 
experiencing God through service work.   
 

In April, Anne Lewis showed us how her 
understanding of church developed throughout 
her life (and continues to develop). 
 

If you missed either of these, you can listen online at the church website under the 
“Testimonies” tab. 
 

On May 22, Linda Lindner will share a bit about her faith journey, so we hope you 
can join us in church then. 
 

Would you like to share your story?  Speak with Andrew to explore the possibility! 

 
“Make a Joyful Sound” Campaign 

Sunday, May 1st is the Kick-off Sunday for our “Make a 
Joyful Sound” Capital Campaign. This campaign will 
raise money over the next three years to pay for the 
musical needs of St. John’s, including: 

 Replacing the innards of the organ so that notes 
no longer “stick” and play continuously 

 Re-wiring the organ-to-pipe connection to 
make it safer and more fire-proof 

 Restoring the bench and pedals of the organ 
while maintaining the original ivory keyboards 

 Purchasing a grand piano 
 Hiring outside musicians to add another 

dimension to our worship services 
 Maintaining both the piano and the organ for 

years to come 



 

 

  8 
 

As you may have noticed, some of this work is already underway! We purchased a 
new piano in March, and we have enjoyed the talents of nearby musicians, including 
a talented guest flautist on Easter Sunday. 

On June 15th, Kerner & Merchant Pipe Organ Builders will remove our organ to take 
it back to their shop in East Syracuse and work on it. From June 15th to August 15th, 
all of our music will be played on our new piano. In mid-August, we’ll receive the 
organ back, and we will be at full strength! 

Please keep an eye on the visual displays at the back of the sanctuary to note how 
much money has been raised for the “Make a Joyful Noise” campaign and how much 
we have left to raise. We will celebrate all the people who make a donation to the 
Music Fund, so look for your name on those displays as well! 

 
 

A big thank you… 
 
…to Rick Ross and Jerry Marsh for installing new woodwork on the molding up near 
the altar! 
 
As the church has settled over the past few decades, the molding has come farther 
and farther apart. Jerry and Rick were able to re-seal the molding so that we don’t 
get critters in the sanctuary. It looks fantastic! 
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Season after Pentecost  

Before Jesus died, he told his disciples that 

he’d send a “helper” to guide them after he 

was gone. On Pentecost, we celebrate the 
coming of that helper, which we call the Holy 

Spirit, when it came in the form of fire to a 

gathering of Jesus’ followers. Because the 
Holy Spirit is often depicted as fire 

(commemorating this story) or as a dove, 

both flames and doves are symbols that we commonly see throughout the 
season of Pentecost. The season, because it is so long, is known as 

“Ordinary Time” in the church year and lasts until Advent. 
 

 
Ministry Opportunities 

Looking to help out at St. John’s?  We can always use an extra set of hands!  

Please let us know if you’re interested in helping out with these ministries. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Please contact Jean Gifford at 315-462-9075 if you would like to donate flowers in 

thanksgiving for or in memory of someone. Cost is $30 and are ordered from 

Sandy's Floral Gallery. 

CHALICE BEARERS, LECTORS AND ALTAR GUILD 
Please contact Bonnie Dixon at 315-548-8179 for more information. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

Please contact Steve Lindner at 315-945-4402 for more information.  

COUNTERS, SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSISTANTS, SUNSHINE COMMITTEE  
Please contact Anne Lewis at 315-690-2390 for more information. 

CO-TREASURER 

Please contact Bill Lindner at 315-462-3457 for more information.  

 
 
 

 

 
 

Worship 

Notes 

We mourn 
the passing of our member 

 

Roger Clementi Gifford 
Died April 22, 2016 

Laid to rest April 29, 2016 
 

Rest eternal grant to him, Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon him. May his 
soul, and the souls of all the departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
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SERVICE ASSISTANT SCHEDULE: May 1 thru June 5 

2016 

May 1 
Easter 6 

Sunday School 

May 8 
Easter 7 

May 15 
Day of Pentecost 

May 22 
Trinity 
Sunday 

May 29 
Pentecost 
2/Proper 4 

June 5 
Pentecost 
3/Proper 4 

Sunday School 
Open   Bonnie D.   Anne L. Bonnie D. Anne L. Bonnie D. Anne L. 

Chalice   Bonnie D.   Rosemarie B. Ginny M. Linda L. Bonnie D. Ginny M. 

Lector   Danielle O.   Carol R. Bonnie D. Rosemarie 
B. 

Linda L. Danielle O. 

Acolyte   Ben B. 
  Nick D. 

  Anne L. 
  Danielle O. 

Ben B. 
Nick D. 

Danielle O. Anne L. Ben B. 
Nick D. 

Altar   Bonnie D. 
  Anne L. 

  Bonnie D. 
  Nancy H. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Counters   Bonnie D. 
  Anne L. 

  Anne L. 
  Gary M. 

Ginny M. 
Bonnie D. 

Dale H. 
Steve L. 

Steve L. 
Anne L. 

Ginny M. 
Bonnie D. 

Greeters 

  
  Carol and 
  Rick R. 

  Sarah D. 
  Bonnie D. 

Chuck and 
Nancy C. 

TBD Bill and 
Linda L. 

Danielle O. 
Steve L. 

Ushers   Gary M. 
  Dale H. 

  Chuck C. 
  Dale H. 

Steve L. 
Gary M. 

Bill L. 
Steve L. 

Gary M. 
TBD 

Bill L. 
Chuck C. 

Sunday 
School 

  Anne L. 
  Nancy K. 

None None None None 
Anne L. 
TBD 

Coffee 
Hour 

  Nancy K.        

NOTE: If you are unable to serve when you are scheduled, please try to trade with someone and 
note the change on the Service Assistant Schedule in the Phelps Room. Also please notify the 

following… 
Chalice Bearer, Lector, Acolyte or Altar Guild • Bonnie Dixon (585) 943-5191 

Counters, Ushers or Greeters • Anne Rodney (315) 690-2390 

Prayer List 
 

Please keep in your prayers: 
Alexis; Ruth Adams; Amanda Locke, Robin Clifford; and foster babies Vydia and Michael; Gloria 
Bowers; Laura Caves; Christina; Bill Cobbett; Mary Crowley; Donna DeVries; Jim French; Fred and 
Verna Gifford; Ron Gifford; John Griswold; Goodberlet family; Cat Hennessy; Connor Hicks; Howard 
Hughson; Genevieve Kulpa; Laura; Linda Lindner; Doris Norman; Gini and Bill Schopfel; Marie Sinclair; 
Valerie and Brian; Wendy; Bonnie Hayes; Cole; Darcy 

 
Please let of know of family and friends whom you would like prayers for.  Also let us know 

if someone on this list no longer needs prayers. 
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St. John’s WINDOW 
P.O. Box 622 
Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

  

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Dale Hansen   Warden   315-462-2359 

Linda Lindner  Warden   315-462-3457 

Marty Hart   Vestry   315-462-6611 

Nancy Kellogg  Vestry   585-394-7343 

Anne Lewis   Vestry/Clerk  315-690-2390 

Bill Lindner   Vestry/Treasurer  315-462-3457 

Steve Lindner  Vestry   315-462-2581 

Marcia Locke  Vestry   315-462-9264 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

A welcoming and spiritual church community devoted to serving God and our neighbors 
 

32 East Main Street / P.O. Box 622  Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

Phone (315) 462-6611  www.stjohnsepiscopalcliftonsprings.com  stjohnscliftonsprings@gmail.com 

Serving the communities 

of Clifton Springs, 

Manchester, Phelps 

and Shortsville since 1807 

church 

episcopal 


