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Dear friends, 

Our Book of Common Prayer has a wonderful invitation to all of us in its Ash Wednesday 

service. It reads: 

“I invite you… to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by 

prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy Word.” 

  – BCP 1979, p. 265 

The word “repentance” often 

conjures up images of self-imposed 

misery, but the word means “to 

change one’s mind or one’s heart.” 

Often, we hear the word used after 

someone has sinned terribly and has 

to repent (change his ways).  

But that heavy burden of a sinful past isn’t required for repentance. We can all benefit 

from repentance, from change. We can always change for the better. 

So for this Lent, I invite all of us to repentance, to a time for us to change for the better. 

As in previous years, there are pamphlets in the back 

of the church sanctuary with daily devotions. If your 

act of “change” is to read the Bible for a few minutes 

a day, you might find these pamphlets helpful; they 

provide readings and a brief reflection for each day. 

I wish you a holy Lent, full of repentance for the better. 

 

In Christ, 

Andrew+  
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Upcoming Events 
 

CHICKEN & BISCUIT   

LUNCHEON 
Wednesday, March 22  
Serving 11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 
Served with coleslaw, cranberries and a dessert. 

We need your help on Sunday, March 19!  
  

We can use all the help we can get, both in preparing food on Sunday, March 19, and 
on Wednesday, March 22! There is something for everyone to do, so please help if 
you are able. We will also need assistance with baking, advertising, preparing, and 
serving! If you can help in any way, contact Linda Lindner at (315) 945-1320. 
 

 

The Season of Lent 
Lent is a traditional time of fasting and self-examination for the 
forty days (excluding Sundays) before Easter. Many people 
choose to give something up for Lent (such as chocolate, meat, 
or a bad habit) as an act of self-discipline and to remind 
themselves of their reliance on God’s grace. Lent can also be a 
time, though, of adding a practice, such as a brief daily prayer 

or moment of mediation, to remind yourself of God’s presence with you throughout 
the season. 

In our Sunday liturgy, we use purple hangings and vestments (a color of penitence), 
and we use the Rite I service, which uses older language and is more humble in tone.  
We also stop using the word “Alleluia” in prayers or music, reserving it until Easter 
Day, when we will enthusiastically declare our celebration of Jesus’ resurrection! 
 

Lent Office Hours 
Sweet Blessings Café – 16 W. Main St., Shortsville 
Tuesdays, 10 A.M. to 12 P.M. 
Church office hours continue Monday through Thursday, 10 A.M. through 4 P.M. 
Every Tuesday morning in Lent, though, Andrew will hold office hours at Sweet 
Blessings in Shortsville.  Feel free to stop in and chat! 
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April 9-15 
 

Palm Sunday and Passion Sunday 
Sunday, April 9 at 10:00 A.M. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
No services are scheduled for the start of Holy Week (Monday through Wednesday).  
However, the church will be open throughout those days whenever the office is 
open, if you would like to stop by and spend some time in prayer. 

 
Maundy Thursday 

Thursday, April 13 
7:00 P.M.  

 

 
 
 

This is the night of the Last Supper, when Jesus 
instituted the Communion meal with his disciples. It’s 

also the evening when he washed his disciples’ feet in a 
very unexpected and loving act. At St. John’s, we’ll 
celebrate Maundy Thursday by also washing one 

another’s hands and by sharing the Eucharist together.  
 

Join us as we reenact Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem, 
when a crowd welcomed him as a king, laying down 
branches and coats for his donkey to walk on. Our 
worship service changes drastically as it goes on, 
though, to the point that we leave in somber silence. 
This reminds us of Jesus’ story – after the crowd 
welcomes Jesus with open arms, less than a week later, 
they turn against him and call for his execution. This 
service marks the beginning of Holy Week. 
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Good Friday 
Friday, April 14 
12:00 P.M. — Worship Service 
7:00 P.M. — Stations of the Cross 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday 

Sunday, April 16 
 

Sunrise Service  
In cooperation with Clifton Springs United 

Methodist Church 
6:30 A.M. 
Camp Dittmer 
2228 Toll Rd, Phelps, NY 14532 
 

Greet the Easter dawn with praise and singing! You 
can park on Toll Road, and there is a five-minute 
walk on some uneven terrain to the Boy Scout 
worship space. The service will take place rain or 
shine, so make sure you are well prepared! 
 

Easter Service with Eucharist and 
Live Music 
10:00 A.M. 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
 

Join us for the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection in a joyous service of music and 
praise! 

At noon, we gather to remember Jesus’ crucifixion and 
death in a quiet, somber service. In the evening, we walk 
through the events leading up to Jesus’ death, placing 
ourselves in the story. There will be music at the Stations 
of the Cross service in the evening. 
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Church School 

Our upcoming classes are: 
Sunday, March 19 
Sunday, April 9  
 

Please see Ms. Anne Lewis for more information 

 

Upcoming Vestry Meetings 
Wednesday, March 15 at 4:30 P.M. 
Wednesday, April 26 at 4:30 P.M. 
 

All are welcome to come and sit in on meetings.  If you have an issue that you would 
like to bring before the vestry, please contact Martha Hart, Steve Lindner, or Andrew 
VanBuren. 

 

 

 

Easter Flower Order Form 

Deadline: Sunday, March 26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember a loved one, or honor 
someone special this Easter. Please 
fill in the order form and place it in 
the collection plate with payment, or 
mail to the church. 
 

Suggested donation is $10 to $20 
 

Please make checks payable to: 
St. John’s Church 

Memo: Easter Flowers 

I would like to donate a plant in memory of: 
 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

I would like to donate a plant in thanksgiving for: 
 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

CASH__________ CHECK___________ #__________ 
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Looking Further Ahead… 
 

Instructed Eucharist 
Sunday, May 7 at 10:00 A.M.  
 

How are the hymns chosen for our worship 
service?  What’s the piece of fabric that hangs 
down in front of the altar, and why do we only 
use it occasionally?  Why can I take 
Communion at St. John’s but not at another 
church? 
 
We have answers! Our second annual 
Instructed Eucharist will answer these 
questions and more. Throughout the service, 
Andrew will pause to explain why we worship the way that we do. If you have 
questions that you’ve always wondered about, please talk to Andrew before May 1. 

 

Community Pasta Dinner 
Evening of Friday, May 19 (tentative) 
 

The Organ Fundraising Committee is working on holding a community pasta dinner 
at St. John’s this spring, with some raffles, door prizes, and live entertainment. More 
information will be coming soon, but make sure to save the date! 
 
 

Confirmation Class 
Summer 2017 
If you’d like to deepen your faith or learn more about the Episcopal Church, join our 
upcoming Confirmation class. In this class, we’ll look at the vows our family 

members made for us at baptism, then decide for ourselves 
whether to affirm these vows. 
 
Classes will focus on baptism, the Bible, our own faith journeys, 
the Episcopal Church and its beliefs, and what it means to be a 
disciple in the 21st century. We will meet once a week in July 
and August. When the bishop comes to visit St. John’s in the 
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fall, those who go through this class will be either Confirmed or Received into the 
church by the bishop. 
 
Please speak to Andrew if you are interested in being a part of this class. Meeting 
times will be arranged according to participants’ schedules. 
 

_____________________________________________ 

 
 
 

College for Congregational Development 

July 23-29, 2017 

 

The College for Congregational Development is a 
national program that helps churches to examine 
their own gifts and surroundings, to grow in 
maturity and in numbers.  This program is coming 
to the Diocese of Rochester in the summer of 
2017. 
 
It is a week-long residential program from July 
23 to 29, and it will be held at the Notre Dame 
Retreat House in Canandaigua. The cost for the 
week was originally $1200 per person, but the 
diocese has applied for all sorts of grants and subsidies, so the cost is now $300 per 
person (which includes food, lodging, and six full days of programming). 
 
I will be attending the College, and I hope you will consider attending as well.  It is 
important for St. John’s to continue to examine who we are now, where we’ve been, 
and how we want to grow in the future. This College will help us to discern those 
things and follow where God is leading us. 
 
For more information, go to www.episcopalrochester.org/content/college-
congregational-development; or go to the Diocese of Rochester website 
(episcopalrochester.org) and click on the “College” button at the top of the page. 
 

Rev. Andrew 
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Recent St. John’s 

Happenings 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who 
helped set up, decorate, 
prepare, serve, eat, and 
clean up! We served over 60 
dinners and raised almost 
$200 for the Manchester-
Shortsville Food Cupboard! 
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Here are some of the goings-on of the Vestry meetings 
in November and December: 
 We welcomed our newest Vestry members, Ben 
Backus and Gary Miles, to their first meeting in 
February! 
 In our effort to help build up the body of St. 
John’s, we voted to increase our spending on 

marketing, which will allow us to advertise in the 
Merchandiser on a weekly basis 

 We are working on making small improvements to the building, 
including 

o the purchase of an AED device 
o carbon monoxide detectors (installed by Steve Lindner in 

January) 
o a new stove for the kitchen 
o a new Episcopal flag in memory of Roger Gifford 
o new tablecloths (arrived in late February) 

 We will be creating a Soft Space in the sanctuary soon (an area filled 
with pillows, stuffed animals, and children’s books for our younger members) 
 Other business revolved mainly around planning and organizing parish 
events (which can be found throughout this newsletter!) 

 
 

Your Vestry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Vestry 

Highlights 

Marty Hart     Warden 

Steve Lindner  Warden 

Ben Backus   Vestry 

Anne Lewis   Vestry/Clerk  

Bill Lindner   Vestry/Treasurer 

Marcia Locke  Vestry 

Gary Miles   Vestry 

Rick Ross   Vestry 
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Stop down to 

 

Second Seasons 

Consignment 

Boutique 

...a St. John's outreach ministry 

  
1 Coulter Road, Clifton Springs 

315-462-3293 
 

Open Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

Sat. 10 a.m. to Noon 
Closed Sunday and Monday 

 

 
Bag Sales are going on now! Fill a bag with sale merchandise, and pay 

only $5 plus tax! 
 

Also, make sure you stop in and check out our huge jewelry selection. 
Many items are $1 or even 50 cents! 

 

 
We are currently accepting non-clothing items. Sorry, we are not accepting any 

winter merchandise, but we are now accepting spring and summer clothing. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Prayer List 
 

Please keep in your prayers: 
Alexis; Ruth Adams; Amanda Locke, Robin Clifford and foster babies Vydia and Michael; Laura Caves; 

Christina; Mary Crowley; Donna DeVries; Jim French; Fred and Verna Gifford; John Griswold; 

Goodberlet family; Cat Hennessy; Connor Hicks; Genevieve Kulpa; Laura; Marie Sinclair; Valerie and 

Brian; Wendy; Terri; Betty Mussack; Sandy Kelly; John Kellogg; Kathy Turner; Jackie Preston; Bob 

Griswold; Duane Fisher; Charlie; Jamie Stoops;  Ed and Diana; Heidi Davies and Elizabeth DeBottis; 

Joseph; Molly Johnston; Ashley Bleier and Bobby Mason; Carol; Pat Saggese; Don Wilkes; Stephanie; 

Lisa; Steve Frederick; Lindy Smith; Mark Christensen; Helen Crowley; Joan Snyder; Natalie Lindner; 

Nancy Singh 

 
Please let of know of family and friends whom you would like prayers for.  Also let us know if someone 

on this list no longer needs prayers. 
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SERVICE ASSISTANT SCHEDULE: March 5 to April 14 

2017 

March 5 
Lent 1 

March 12 
Lent 2 

March 19 
 Lent 3 

March 26 
Lent 4 

April 2 
Lent 5 

April 9 
The Sunday of 

the Passion 

Open Bonnie D. Anne L. Bonnie D. Anne L. Bonnie D. Anne L. 

Chalice Linda L. Rosemarie B. Ginny M. Anne L. Linda L. Ben B. 

Lector Anne L. Carol R. Molly J. Johnnie M. Bonnie D. Carol R. 

Acolyte Ben B. Anne L. Ben B. Nick D. Anne L. Nick D. 

Altar Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Counters Steve L. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Ginny M. 
Bonnie D. 

Anne L. 
Steve L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Anne L. 
Steve L. 

Greeters 

  
Gary M. 
Steve L. 

Carol and 
Rick R. 

Johnnie M. 
Steve L. 

Linda L. 
Sylvia H. 

Molly J. 
Steve L. 

Carol R. 
Linda L. 

Ushers Steve L. 
Bill L. 

Rick R. 
Bill L. 

Steve L. 
Rick R. 

Bill L. 
Steve L. 

Rick R. 
Bill L. 

Rick R. 
Steve L. 

Sunday 
School 

None None Anne L. None None Sunday 
School 

Coffee 
Hour 

Marty Hart Molly J., Carol 
& Rick R. 

NONE – 
C&B Prep 

   

HOLY WEEK: Maundy Thursday (April 13) / Good Friday (April 14) 
 Open Chalice Lector Acolyte Greeter Usher 

Maundy 
Thursday 

Anne L. Bonnie D. Carol L. Ben B. Rick R. 
Steve L. 

Rick R. 
Steve L. 

Good Friday 
Noon 

Anne L. 
_________ 

Bonnie D. Anne L. TBD 
_________ 

Good Friday  
7 p.m.  

Anne L. 
_________ _________ 

Anne L. TBD 
_________ 
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St. John’s WINDOWS 
P.O. Box 622 
Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

  

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

A welcoming and spiritual church community devoted to serving God and our neighbors 
 

32 East Main Street / P.O. Box 622  Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

Phone (315) 462-6611  www.stjohnsepiscopalcliftonsprings.com  stjohnscliftonsprings@gmail.com 

Serving the communities 

of Clifton Springs, 

Manchester, Phelps 

and Shortsville since 1807 

church 

episcopal 

March April  
2016 


