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Dear friends, 

Joseph Anderson’s famous poem The Seasons of Life compares our earthly life to the 

calendar year. Spring is a season of birth and new life, while summer represents the 

prime of our time on earth. After that, it’s all downhill (according to the poem): autumn 

is merely the descent into the old age of winter, and ultimately, our demise. 

The poem is beautiful and thought-provoking, but I don’t normally find autumn or 

winter to be times of endings. In fact, autumn is more often a time of excitement and 

new life in our communities – a 

new school year begins; new 

friendships are made; new 

programs are offered at local 

organizations. 

Autumn is a time for new 

beginnings at St. John’s, too. We 

start our new program year with 

Bible Study, choir, Seekers’ Class, 

and other offerings. It’s an exciting 

time of new life! 

Our bishop, the Rt. Rev. Prince Singh, reminds us that, just as new life is not limited to 

springtime, resurrection is not limited to Easter Sunday. Bishop Singh often preaches 

on the importance of Christians being a “Resurrection people,” living our lives as though 

resurrection is a regular and magnificent miracle that 

can be witnessed at any time of the year (even in 

autumn or winter), and at any time during our lives. 

Where have you seen new life today? 
 

In joyful hope,   
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Upcoming Events 
 

Canon’s Annual Visit and 

Welcome Back Picnic 
 

Sunday, September 9 
 

Canon Johnnie Ross, along with his wife Julie, will join us 
at St. John’s this fall! Following our worship service, we’ll 
hold our annual Welcome Back Picnic under a large tent 
on the St. John’s lawn. The church will provide hot dogs 
and hamburgers for the meal, but please bring a side dish, 
dessert, or drink to share if you are able.  

 
 

Book Club 
 

Sunday, September 23, after worship 
 

This summer, we’ve been reading Mitch Albom’s The 
Five People You Meet in Heaven, a fictional story of a 
amusement park worker who experiences an eye-
opening discovery. 
 

We’ll gather after worship on Sunday, September 23, to 
discuss the book and how it informs our faith. 
 

 

News about the Chicken & Biscuit Luncheon 
 

Tentative date: Wednesday, October 17 
 

The wizards of our Chicken & Biscuit Luncheon, Bill and 
Linda Lindner, recently moved to North Carolina to be closer 
to their family. With their departure, your Vestry has been 
discussing the future of the Chicken & Biscuit. We are hoping 
to continue offering community-wide luncheons twice a 
year, and we are considering a change in the menu. More 
details will come, but for now, mark your calendars for a 
community luncheon fundraiser on Wednesday, October 17. 
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Agape Community Dinners 

Wednesday, September 26  
Wednesday, October 31 

6:00 – 7:00 P.M. 
 

These dinners are a time of community based 
around food, in the same way that early 
followers of Jesus gathered around the breaking 
of bread. In July, Steve cooked what one guest 

called “the best chili I’ve ever eaten!” while other helpers served salad, bread, and 
desserts. In August, guests enjoyed spaghetti and meatballs, side dishes, and ice 
cream sundaes for dessert. 

This fall, join us to help prepare these meals, or simply come to eat. Feel free to come 
in costume for our October dinner, which will be served on Halloween! Our October 
dinner will be the last Agape meal for 2018; we’ll take a break in November and 
December for the holidays, and then we’ll resume in January! 

 
Sunday School 
 

Sunday, September 16 – Sundaes on Sunday! 
Sunday, October 21 
 

Sunday School will start up again on September 16 
with a little back-to-school ice cream party! Like last 
year, Sunday School will take place on the third Sunday 
of each month, during the first half of our worship 
service. We could use teacher assistants, so please talk 
to Anne Lewis if you are interesting in helping out. 

 
St. Francis Blessing of the Animals 
 

Sunday, October 7, 1:30 P.M.  
 

Come to have your furry, feathered, or scaly family 
member receive a blessing. We’ll gather on the St. 
John’s lawn near Main Street. Please make sure your 
pet is on a leash or in a cage.  
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Choir Rehearsals 
 

Starting Wednesday, September 5, at 7:00 P.M.  
 

If you’re interested in singing in the St. John’s choir, join 
us for rehearsals on Wednesday nights through 
September and October. 

 
 

Upcoming Vestry Meetings 
Wednesday, September 19 at 4:30 P.M. 
Wednesday, October 24 at 4:30 P.M. 
  

All are welcome to come and observe meetings. If you have an issue that you would 
like to bring before the vestry, please contact Steve Lindner or Rev. Andrew. 

 

 
Clifton Springs Spooktacular 
Friday, October 26, 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
 

St. John’s is hosting a booth at the Clifton Springs 
Spooktacular again this year. We hold a few carnival-
style games for children and families to play during 
the festival. Help us to run the booth, or stop down to 
try your hand at our games! 
 

 

 

Bishop’s Annual Visit 
 Sunday, November 4 

All Saints’ Sunday 
 

Bishop Singh will join us for All Saints’ Sunday at St. 
John’s. In addition to celebrating with us, Bishop Singh 
will also welcome into the church several folks who 
have been working hard in our Seekers’ Class. Mark 
your calendar for this joyful celebration! 
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Recent St. John’s Happenings 
 

Building and Grounds Work Around Town… 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

… And in St. John’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On July 11, Steve Lindner and 
Rick Ross spent the afternoon 

cleaning up our adopted 
stretch of Route 96. Thanks, 

gentlemen! 

Rick isn’t too worried about the long climb up 

The result of years of pigeons 
taking up residence 

The archway being cleaned 

Throughout August, Rick Ross and Steve Lindner have 
been cleaning out the belfry. The screen that once 

protected the tower has come loose, and numerous 
pigeons have settled into the belfry… and made a mess. 

Over several days, Steve and Rick repaired the screens to 
keep the birds out, and they cleaned up the area to 

restore the area to its former shine. 
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Sunday School Mural 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jenna Rodney has been working hard on her Girl Scout Gold Award project!  

For her project, Jenna designed, sketched, and is now painting a mural for our 
children’s area in the basement of St. John’s. The mural depicts three Biblical scenes, 

and will be finished by mid-September. When Bishop Singh comes to  
St. John’s in November, he’ll offer a blessing on the mural.  

Great work, Jenna! 
 

 

College for Congregational Development 
July 22-28 

During the last week of July, three folks from St. John’s graduated from the College for 
Congregational Development. Congratulations to Anne Lewis, Rick Ross, and Rev. 
Andrew VanBuren, and thanks to Rt. Rev. 
Prince Singh for joining us at the 
graduation ceremony! 
 

In 2019, the College will hold open three 
slots for St. John’s participants. If you are 
interested in shaping St. John’s future and 
helping us be a healthier parish, consider 
attending next summer. 



8 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer List 
 

  Please keep in your prayers: 
 

Fred and Verna Gifford; Joseph; Diane Estep; Jamie Stoops; Nancy Whalen; Jim French; 

Danny; Joyce Lese; Jeanine; Bob Phillips; Claire Green; Vaughn Gray; the Goodberlet and 

Kraft families; Brandon Karge; Gary Miles; Johnnie Mallery; Ernie Day; Thomas 

Kowalski; Elaine Lomber; Tory Fortune; Mailanda Mallery; Ada Iredale; Linda Swartele; 

Frank Trick; Hannelara Reinhardt; Duane and Jennifer 
 

Please speak to Rev. Andrew or call the church office if you would like to add or remove 
 a name from the list (and don’t forget, you can pray for yourself) 

We mourn 
the passing of our beloved member 

 

Bob Griswold 
Died August 28, 2018 

Laid to rest September 1, 2018 
 
 
Rest eternal grant to Bob, Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon him. May his 

souls, and the souls of all the departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
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SERVICE ASSISTANT SCHEDULE: August 26 to  
September 30, 2018 

2018 
August 26 

Pentecost 14 

Sep 2 
Pentecost 15 

Sep 9 
 Pentecost 16 

Sep 16 
 Pentecost 17 

Sep 23 
 Pentecost 18 

Sept 30 
Pentecost 19 

Open Anne Bonnie Anne Bonnie Anne Bonnie 

Chalice Ben Anne Rosemarie Bonnie Ginny Ben 

Lector Jan Ellie Molly Jan Ben Ellie 

Acolyte Anne Ben Ben Ben Anne Anne 

Altar 
Bonnie D. 

Anne L. 
Bonnie D. 

Anne L. 
Bonnie D. 

 
Bonnie D. 

Anne L. 
Bonnie D. 

Anne L. 
Bonnie D. 

Anne L. 

Counters 
Anne 
Steve 

Diane 
Anne 

Steve 
Donna 

Jan 
Anne 

Ginny 
Anne 

Steve 
Diane 

Greeters 

 

Nancy 
Sylvia 

Donna 
Rick 

Chuck and 
Nancy 

Sylvia 
Johnnie 

Donna 
Steve 

Chuck and 
Nancy 

Ushers 
Rick 

Steve 
Victor 
Rick 

Steve 
Chuck 

Rick 
Victor 

Ben 
Steve 

Chuck 
Rick 

Sunday 
School 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Anne 
TBD 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Coffee 
Hour 

Sarah 
Donna 

Bonnie 
Helen 

Picnic 
Sundaes 

for Sunday 
School 

  

Interested in helping out? Here’s who to contact 

Chalice Bearer, Lector, Acolyte or Altar Guild • Bonnie Dixon 
Sunday School, Counters, Ushers or Greeters • Anne Lewis 
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Here are some of the goings-on from the Vestry meeting 
in August: 
 To help support Family Promise, a county-wide 
program to assist homeless families, St. John’s is 
collecting supplies for the new Family Promise day 
center 

 After many years, the Building and Grounds 
decided to stop running the Adopt-a-Highway Clean-up, due to 

danger from traffic 

 St. John’s will purchase a new Gospel book to be used during worship, 
since the weekly readings in the current book are not up to date. The new 
Gospel book will be dedicated in memory of Larry and Ginny Rockwell 

 Trinity Episcopal Church in Geneva donated a three-basin sink and a 
large food-preparation table to St. John’s. Rick Ross is working his carpentry 
magic to make the table fit our Coffee Hour space, and Steve Lindner is 
working with Ben Wheat to plan the sink installation 

 
 

Your Vestry 
Steve Lindner (Warden) 
Ben Backus (Vestry) 
Bonnie Hayes (Vestry 
Sylvia Hughson (Vestry) 

Anne Lewis (Vestry, Clerk) 
Bill Lindner (Vestry, Treasurer) 
Gary Miles (Vestry) 
Rick Ross (Vestry) 

 
 
 

 

 

Question Corner 
 

What is the season after Pentecost? What are the other seasons of 
the church? 

 

The church calendar takes some getting 
used to. Some of the dates remain 

constant every year (like Christmas), 
and some change every year (like Easter, which is 

based on the moon cycle). Our current season runs 
from Pentecost (fifty days after Easter) to Advent 
(the four Sundays before Christmas). We call this 

“ordinary time,” and it’s when we hear the greatest 
variety of Bible readings during Sunday worship. 

Next up: Advent!  

Vestry 

Highlights 


